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The Old Brazos F o r g e (OBF) site is a p p r o x i m a t e l y 20 acres in size, and is located in an u n d e v e l o p e darea .3 m i l e s northwest of the ci ty l i m i t s of Brenham. OBF was opera t ed as a wire s h e l v i n gmanufac turer from 1965 -1988 by the H u s s m a n Corporation. In 1992 OBF was sold to RecycledProduc t s C o r p o r a t i o n (RPC) and s u b s e q u e n t l y to Reconversion T e c h n o l o g i e s o f T e x a s , I n c . ( R e t e k ) .The site i s current ly inactive.
OBF contains three s e t t l i n g pond s covering 2.4 acres. Potent ial sources at the site inc lude contaminatedso i l s s u r r o u n d i n g the old steel m a n u f a c t u r i n g and e l e c t r o p l a t i n g process areas, as wel l as the threes e t t l i n g p o n d s . F r o m 1965 to 1982 untreated cyanide, chromium, c o p p e r , zinc and nickel bearings l u d g e s and waste water f r o m e l e c t r o p l a t i n g op era t i on s was d i s charged into earthen trenches whichcarried the wastes to the three u n l i n e d s e t t l i n g p ond s . During t imes of heavy r a i n f a l l the p o n d sover f l owed into an earthen trench which d i s charged into an unnamed t r i b u t a r y of Little S a n d y Creek.S l u d g e removal a c t iv i t i e s were conducted at the p o n d s in 1984 and the p o n d s were f en c ed off to preventaccess. A l t h o u g h the p o n d s were not s a m p l e d d i r e c t ly d u r i n g the ESI, soil and ground water sampl e sa d j a c e n t to the pond areas were c o l l e c t e d . The migra t i on pa thways of concern at the si te are thesur fa c e water p a t h w a y and the ground water pathway.
The a q u i f e r of concern in the ground water pathway is the J a s p e r a q u i f e r which is the major source ofd r i n k i n g water for pr iva t e dome s t i c w e l l s in the Brenham area. T w e n t y - f o u r ground water s a m p l e s werec o l l e c t e d d u r i n g the ESI, and e l evated concentrat ions of Chromium and Lead were documented in nines epara t e water w e l l s . C h r o m i u m and Lead were both present in source s a m p l i n g conducted ons i t e , andwere not f o u n d in the background s a m p l e s c o l l e c t e d f r o m three water w e l l s u p g r a d i e n t f r o m O B F .
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OBF meets th e cri teria required f or l i s t i n g on th e N a t i o n a l Prior i t i e s L i s t (NPL) o f F e d e r a l S u p e r f u n dsites. However the site is current ly undergo ing an enforcement action by the S t a t e under the ResourceConservat ion and Recovery Act (RCRA) program. The site w i l l be d e f e r r e d to the S t a t e wi th theu n d e r s t a n d i n g that if there is a p r o b l e m in the f u t u r e with the RCRA Enfor c emen t A c t i o n , then OBF willbe re-evaluated under the F e d e r a l S u p e r f u n d program.
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